
TRANSITION TYNEDALE 
Open Steering Group Meeting 5th May 2010

PRESENT  

There were approximately 20 people present

APOLOGIES           

 Ross Menzies gave his apologies, but did arrive later

CHAIR      

Gillian Orrell agreed to chair the meeting in Ross’s absence

INTRODUCTIONS 

All present introduced themselves.  The five people who had not attended previous 
meetings were welcomed by the Chair

AGENDA

1) FOOD

a) Seed and Plant Stall 

Sue Hick reminded the group that a Seed and Plant Swap stall will be set up in 
Hexham Market on Saturday 8th May and encouraged people to bring plants along. 
The stall will be manned by TT (Transition Tynedale) volunteers.

b) A Monthly TT Information Stall at Hexham Market stall

Sue outlined the plan to run this stall from 9-12.30 on the second Saturday of each 
month to raise the profile of TT and provide information on sustainability.  She 
explained that TT would have to pay the normal market charge for the stall.  A rota of 
proposed dates was passed round so that volunteers could sign up to help man 
the stall.

c) Food Group (sub group of TT)

Sue explained that a community garden has been running at 28 Derwent Road since 
last year, to operate as a demonstration garden for the East End community and 
involve people from that community.  Regular gardening courses  take place there. 
The next one will be on 25th May and will cover Vegetable Container Growing. 
The garden has been visited by the group carrying out Hexham in Bloom Spring 
Judging



TT administers a garden share scheme and at present there are gardens on offer to 
share in Horsley, Hexham East End, Slaley.  Anyone interested in acquiring land 
should talk to Sue .

Hexham Middle School have offered land for a Community Garden but a Business 
Plan requires to be set up before a lease can be taken on for this.  Volunteers with the 
skills to develop this plan are sought.

Guerrilla Gardening.  There has been some discussion on the possibility of taking on 
the beds at the Tourist Information Office at the Wentworth Car Park but no decision 
made as to timing. First action needed would be to seek permission from the Council. 
The group will look at this again after the events being organised for 15 May are 
successfully completed. (More info on these events below)

2) ENERGY

a) Energy Fair and Trail

Roger Higgins explained that this is the third year of the Fair, which takes place on 
15th May at the Trinity Methodist Hall.   The aim is to promote energy efficiency 
and showcase green energy initiatives. 

Local suppliers have taken a number of stalls and there will be a film, some kids’ 
activities and the Energy Trail quiz questionnaires will be available (Judging will take 
place after the day).  Exhibitors will be arriving from 8.30am for a 10am opening.  

Andy Haddon volunteered to bring an electric scooter or a car from Wylam Car Club. 

A planning meeting for volunteers participating in the day will take place on 
Friday 7th May  from 7.30 to 8.30 pm at the Forum Cinema.

Debbie outlined the Energy Trail Quiz (which must be answered by visiting a number 
of local shops)  She explained copies of quiz have been emailed to all schools and 
distributed to participating shops, along with a poster.  There are cash prizes.  Pat 
produced more posters for interested people to display/ distribute.  

b) Rubbish Event

Alongside the Energy Fair an Art from Rubbish sculpture will be created in front of 
Hexham Abbey, with the aim of involving, mainly, kids.  This is being taken forward 
by David Coverdale and Ross Menzies.  They are looking for more 2 litre pop 
bottles and 500ml clear water bottles, which should be brought on the morning 
or can be dropped off in advance at Pat and Kate’s house. 

Sue asked for volunteers to make paper pots from newspaper at the event.  Kat 
Ostlundh volunteered.

Debbie and Magdalena volunteered to provide gazebos, which could be put up if it is 
a wet day 



c) Energy Group

Gillian explained that the group has been meeting every 3 or 4 weeks for the last 10-
12 months.  Its strategy is to divide its time between energy saving and Renewables 
initiatives. ( A sub-group of this group  met for a period to work on Carbon Reduction 
but has now disbanded.  However its’ work is being continued by another group. See 
Agenda item 4).  

A  feasibility study for a wind turbine has taken place and the report is awaited.  The 
group is talking with other bodies about hydroelectricity on the Tyne 

3) TRANSPORT

Andy Haddon fed back that Wylam now has a ‘Pay as You Go’ car provided through 
Option C, a social enterprise developing car clubs in the North East.  Through this 
link, members are also able to use car clubs in the South of England.  Funding is now 
being put in place for a car club car in Prudhoe.  The community group, Wylam Green 
Street, has set up a charge point for electric scooters/cars/bikes.

4) CARBON REDUCTION SCHEMES

A discussion took place on the respective merits of two schemes:

The Greening Campaign  focuses, in its first stage, on distributing cards which list 
possible energy cutting measures across a community.  It asks community members to 
put these cards in their windows as they attempt these measures, with the aim of 
encouraging others to do the same.  The Greening Campaign will roll out the scheme 
to new communities for a fee of £2000 per community.  Magdalena Reid and Pat 
Turner asked for feedback on the effectiveness of the model from three Transition 
groups in the south and Midlands (Farnham, Horsham and West Bridgeford).  One of 
these found the scheme ground to a halt after the first drop of cards.  Another is in the 
early stages of a very ambitious distribution of cards across a large community and 
has found the support of the Greening Campaign very helpful and impressive so far.

Richard Powell pointed out that only the branding of the Greening Campaign 
initiative is unique, the substance of the carbon cutting suggestions being replicated 
widely elsewhere.  He also said that the Energy Saving Trust, which operates locally, 
would be willing to provide free support to TT in developing a community carbon 
reduction scheme. 

Gillian outlined an alternative proposal that is being looked by a small  multi-agency 
group with the title ‘Sustainable Hexham’, led by the Community Partnership.  As 
envisaged at present an  ‘Energy Monitor Library’ would be set up in the 
Regeneration Project in the East End, and would be lent out to members of that 
community for two months at a time, at no charge.  People participating would feed 
back the results of their use of the monitor.  There is support and possible funding for 
this idea locally.  



People in the meeting felt that it would be good to broaden the approach of this 
scheme as well as to market it very widely and to have sufficient monitors to allow for 
wide involvements.  Suggestions were for tick lists cards to households, posters and 
the use of volunteers to analyse data and give feedback to  consumers.  There were 
also some queries as to where in Hexham the scheme would operate most effectively. 

The group was asked to look at the scheme in principle rather than in terms of where 
and how precisely it should operate.

A vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed not to take up the Greening 
Campaign idea.  Members of the meeting were invited to attend future meetings of the 
Sustainable Hexham group, which would continue working up its project idea, 
bearing in mind some of the points raised in the meeting.  People can feed comments 
into the TT website and should contact Tamsin Beevor at the Community Partnership 
on 01434 603022 if they would like to attend the group.  Magdalena will contact 
Terena Plowright from the Greening Campaign to let her know the decision and thank 
her.

5) AOB

Sue Hick fed back on Deanery Environmental Day in Corbridge, which she found 
inspiring. For example, the Church of England have committed to cut their carbon 
footprint by 42% by 2020, and C of E schools will be sustainable by 2015.  An 
ecumenical event which preceded the Copenhagen summit made broad commitments 
which are being taken forward by all faiths. 

Richard fed in that Milecastle Housing are committed to supporting and sponsoring a 
community wide event on energy and the environment, to involve TT and others,  in 
September.  He will keep TT posted on this through the website.

6) DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 2nd June

 


